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ISSUES IN GLOBAL PUBLIC HEALTH
(PSCI 377; 3 credits) Spring 2022
Zoom: https://umontana.zoom.us/j/94893967046

Professor Peter Koehn, Department of Political Science, x5294
Homepage: http://hs.umt.edu/polsci/koehn

Consultations by zoom appointment
Learning assistant: Caroline Fowler
Graduate Assistance: Michaela Wolfinger, Katie Rasmussen, Nik Silvia
Course Objectives
To function as informed and active citizens in a world suffused by proximate, distant, and transnational
health challenges, students gain by developing awareness and sensitivities regarding public-health issues of
global concern. PSCI 377 is designed to engage as well as inform. The overarching question we will tackle this
semester is: “What transnational, national, and local policies, skills, and insights will help us address current
and future challenges to global health?” The Institute of Medicine asserts that public-health literacy is an
“`essential part of the training of citizens’” and that it “prepares students to contribute to the health of the
public through positive decision-making and constructive action in personal, professional, and civic arenas.”
The instructor’s scholarly work on the value of transnational competence for health-care professionals will
provide the basis for building skills intended to enable you to participate creatively and effectively both as a
professional and as a concerned citizen when global health challenges arise.

Course Description
While exploring big and enduring issues of global public health, we initially will focus on “finding the
right questions.” In the process, you will be introduced to diverse perspectives and approaches, constraints
and capacities, ethical dilemmas, policy options, and challenges involved in making decisions under conditions
of uncertainty. We will devote special attention to COVID-19 as a global challenge requiring collective action,
including the pandemic’s likely origins, key factors contributing to its spread, and the role of WHO, national
and local governments. The varied responses to, differential impacts of, and lessons for mitigating future
infectious-disease impacts are considered. You are encouraged to make and explore interdisciplinary as well as
transnational connections.
PSCI 377 treats current public-health challenges in industrialized and low-income countries, including
chronic and infectious illnesses. Issues covered include the impact of social and political inequities on the
global burden of illness, health impacts of climate change, undernourishment and malnutrition, sanitation and
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access to clean water, the obesity epidemic, funding disparities, the “fatal flow of expertise” from low-income
to wealthy countries, transnational and indigenous health care, medical tourism, health as a human right and
development resource, health implications of displacement, migration, travel, and migrant health care, remote
(rural) and reservation health challenges, armed conflict and health, public-disaster and health-emergency
preparedness and response, vaccine and mask controversies, quarantines and isolation, service-learning
experiences, and academic preparation for emerging transnational challenges. In comparative perspective, the
course explores the individual, environmental, resource, and governance (national, local, international, and
non-state) context of public-health policy, interventions, and outcomes and addresses questions of health
equity and justice, regional problematics and contributors, and the concerns of vulnerable populations along
with possibilities for health advocacy. Through individual and group research projects, you will prepare to work
collaboratively with future partners.

Learning Outcomes
The course focuses on skill learning consistent with the transnational-competence framework. You are
expected to distinguish and develop analytic, emotional, creative, communicative, and functional
competencies. You will learn to frame questions about global public-health challenges, analyze underlying
contributing factors, verify and refute, resolve ethical dilemmas, construct transdisciplinary approaches
working in teams, and critically assess implementation strategies and policy alternatives. Specific learning
outcomes include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Demonstrate understanding of the history, principles, and burdens of public health in a global context
Demonstrate ability to define the key features of the COVID-19 pandemic as a global-health crisis
Demonstrate ability to explain the varied responses and differential socioeconomic and political
impacts of the pandemic on population health
Demonstrate ability to assess the existing institutional arrangements that manage the global response
to the pandemic
Demonstrate ability to identify collective actions needed during a pandemic and ways to improve
outbreak preparedness
Demonstrate ability to discern interconnections among local and transnational, upstream and
midstream, forces that facilitate and constrain global health
Demonstrate ability to identify and distinguish the multiple and transnationally interconnected social,
political, economic, environmental, cultural, biological, and behavioral determinants of individual and
population health
Demonstrate ability to compare health conditions in the Global South with health conditions in the
Global North (including remote rural areas and Native American reservations) and awareness of
factors that contribute to health vulnerabilities and wide disparities in health opportunity
Demonstrate ability to analyze the effects of politics and social/economic policies at the local, tribal,
state/provincial, national, and international levels on public-health systems
Demonstrate appreciation for the role of individual capabilities and resilience, contextual resources,
community collaboration, and transnational partnership in promoting public health
Demonstrate ability to identify and critically assess cost-effective approaches aimed at reducing health
disparities now and for generations to follow
Demonstrate ability to identify health-promoting individual lifestyle behaviors and socially responsible
local and transnational participation in promoting public health
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Learning Methods
The course integrates multiple and multidisciplinary learning methods. The emphasis is on studentcentered learning. Reading assignments present controversies in transnational perspective as well as ethical
dilemmas.
Most classes will be conducted using the group-discussion approach that promotes student-centered
learning. Based on assigned reading that includes work by medical anthropologists, climate-change scholars,
public-health specialists, political scientists focused on health policy and transnational governance, physicians,
analysts of transnational migration, journalists, and others, each of you will serve as a discussion facilitator on
an enduring and/or arising issue of global public health (by providing a critical summary of assigned readings
and leading small-group discussion centered around one question raised by the instructor and one question of
your own construction).

Writing Assignments
Connecting local and global health exercise
Critical Review
Write and submit a 3-page critical review that compares the outcomes, promise, and limitations of COVID-19
policies in three specified countries (consult detailed guidelines).

Final Paper/Project
The final paper should be based on applied problem-focused research that addresses a practical public-health
challenge. The instructor will provide guidance in the identification of topics and research approaches.

Assessment
Connecting local and global health exercise (January 31) 5%
Discussion facilitator 10%
In-class participation 10%
Critical Review 20% (Feb 28 latest)
Group problem-solving 25% (March 28)
Final paper 30% (May 9)

Required Texts
Abraham Verghese, Cutting for Stone (2009)
All other readings are on moodle
This syllabus is presented as a general guide to the course that is subject to amendment or deviation.

•

The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction by supporting collaboration
among students with disabilities, instructors, and Disability Services for Disability Equity
(ODE). Students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodations. To request course
modifications, please contact me at the beginning of the semester so that proper
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accommodations can be provided. I will work with you and Disability Services in the
accommodation process. For more information, visit ODE in Lommasson Center 154 or the Disability
Services website at http://www.umt.edu/dss/ or call 406.243.2243 (Voice/Text).

•

You should be aware that as a student at the University of Montana, you must practice academic
honesty and are bound by the following Code of Academic Conduct:
http://www.umt.edu/studentaffairs/sccAcademicConduct.htm
As the code explains, academic misconduct includes plagiarism, cheating, and deliberate interference
with the work of others. It is the intellectual equivalent of fraud—a crime against the codes of the
academy. As an academic crime, plagiarism merits academic punishment, ranging from an F on the
assignment or for the course, to suspension or expulsion from the University.

“If you are facing barriers to succeeding in this class such as not having enough food to eat,
not having stable housing, or any other basic needs insecurities, help is available! Visit the UM
Food Pantry for free food, hygiene products, and SNAP application assistance. Hours and
location information are on their website. For all other Basic Needs questions, visit ASUM Bear
Necessities.” Links to websites: Umt.edu/asum/agencies/bear-necessities Umt.edu/pantry
Here is the University’s portal to help students find resources, do self-checks for common
stressors/issues, and set goals: https://you.umt.edu
The University of Montana and your instructor recommend that all students get the COVID-19
vaccine.
Writing Support: The Writing Center through the Office of Student Success provides students with
drop-in and appointment-based writing support. These services are free for students and can be quite
helpful.
All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty
by the course instructor and/or disciplinary sanction by the University. The UM Student Conduct
Code defines plagiarism as "Representing another person’s words, ideas, data, or materials as one’s
own or the student’s own previous work as if it were the student’s own original work." All students
need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code. The Code is available for review online at
https://www.umt.edu/student-affairs/community-standards/student-code-of-conduct-2020-pdf See
the University of Montana Catalog’s policy on incompletes and plagiarism.
The instructor will deny late-drop petitions (after the 31st day of instruction).
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